PRESS RELEASE

VIACORAM® NOW APPROVED IN CANADA AS A
NEW FIRST LINE TREATMENT IN HYPERTENSION
Laval, Quebec – January 29th, 2016 – Viacoram® (perindopril arginine/amlodipine besylate) has received
approval by Health Canada as a first line treatment for mild to moderate hypertension.1
«Despite our recent progress, hypertension remains a leading risk for premature death in
Canada. Although we have known for several years that an angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitor
paired with a calcium channel blocker is the best one-two punch for knocking down hypertensionrelated heart disease, Canadians have not had access to such therapy. The availability of Viacoram®
changes that and offers us a very important new weapon in the battle against hypertension and related
heart disease and stroke» said Dr. Ross Feldman, member and past chair of the Canadian Hypertension
Education Program (CHEP) and an investigator in the clinical development of Viacoram® in Canada.
«For many years Servier Canada has been supporting all healthcare providers in the management of
cardiovascular diseases, including hypertension. We are very proud today to provide Canadian patients
with a new treatment option, especially in the context of the recent SPRINT trial that has shown the
importance of a tight blood pressure control. » said Frederic Fasano, CEO of Servier Canada.
Hypertension is the leading cause of stroke and cardiovascular disease in Canada
There are approximately 7.5 million Canadians living with high blood pressure of which 1 out of 3 people
with hypertension remain uncontrolled. 2 Over 400,000 new cases of hypertension are diagnosed every
year.3 Hypertension is a major risk factor for cardiovascular disease, chronic kidney disease and death,
remaining largely silent until the development of complications.4
About Viacoram
Health Canada’s approval of Viacoram® is based on a complete clinical development program for newly
diagnosed patients and in patients previously treated for hypertension, with or without diabetes or
other risk factors. Viacoram® has been studied as part of international controlled randomized trials,
including a head-to-head study, to assess the efficacy and the safety of different dosages, one of which
was specifically designed for first-line use. More than 4000 patients with mild to moderate
hypertension were included in the development.1,5,6,7

About Servier Canada
The mission of Servier Canada is to provide the Canadian medical community and their patients the best
possible therapeutic solutions. This is driven by the pursuit of innovation in the therapeutic areas of
cardiovascular, metabolic, central nervous system, psychiatric, bone, muscle and joint diseases, as well
as cancer.
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